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Bavaria-Québec/Alberta/International

REGIONAL LEADERS SUMMIT // RLS-Sciences Conference (14-18 June, 2026) // Program

At the invitation of the State of Bavaria and the State of Upper Austria, the RLS-Sciences network will convene in Munich
and in Linz for their fourth overall conference. Partners from the seven RLS-regions will present the work they conducted
within and between the five research groups (Renewable Energy, Aerospace, Small Satellites, Digitalization, and Digital
Health) over the last two years. As RLS-Sciences is celebrating their tenth anniversary, the Conference 2026 will look
forward to new thematic developments and even more engagement at the interface of science and regional policy.

Bavaria and Upper Austria as co-hosts are pleased to be able to cover accommodation, transportation on site, and meals
during the conference. We expect that each region will be represented by approximately ten participants, including eight
scientists (two per RLS-Sciences topic) and two administrative or political coordinators.
The hotel rooms in Munich and Linz are covered and already booked by the Bavarian and Upper Austrian hosts.

Sunday, 14t June (Munich)

Check in for overnight guests at the hotel FLEMINGS MUNCHEN SCHWABING
Address: Leopoldstrafie 130-132, 80804 Miinchen, Germany

late check-in possible

Arrival at the conference site (KATHOLISCHE AKADEMIE)

Address: KATHOLISCHE AKADEMIE, Mandlstraf3e 23, 80802 Miinchen
Welcome Drinks and Snacks, Networking

Welcome, Opening & First joint session ~

Prof. Dr. Louis GOSSELIN, Université Laval and RLS-Sciences President, and Dr. Florence GAUZY,
Scientific Coordination Office B-QAIl and Lead Management Partner RLS-Sciences, Bavaria

Alexander MAYER, Head of Unit International Relations, RLS-Sciences, Bavarian State Chancellery,
Bavaria, and Michaela OSKAR, International Relations & Protocol, Office of the State Government of
Upper Austria

Commissioner Pat WILSON, Georgia Department of Economic Development, Georgia
Christian ALTMANN, Business Upper Austria, Upper Austria

Roderick THYSSEN, Western Cape

Dr. Samo TOSATTI, Sao Paulo State Government, Sdo Paulo

Geneviéve ROLLAND, Délégation générale du Québec a Munich, Québec

Xiaobo SHAO, Shandong Academy of Sciences, Shandong

Festsaal
Keynote
Welcome words: Prof. Jodo AZEVEDQO, ITA, Sao Paulo
Prof. Dr. Klaus SCHILLING, JMU and Zentrum fiir Telematik, Bavaria
“High technologies for resilient and safe infrastructures: The role of Small Satellites”

Festsaal
Interactive Networking Part

Festsaal
Buffet Dinner

Dining room

Thought Leadership
Welcome words: Christian ALTMANN, Business Upper Austria, Upper Austria

Prof. Eva-Maria KERN, President of the Universitit der Bundeswehr
“Threats against infrastructures, cyberattacks, disinformation: The role of science and technology in
prevention and risk management”

Festsaal

Walk to the hotel



https://www.flemings-hotels.com/hotel-muenchen-schwabing
https://kath-akademie-bayern.de/en/academy/
https://kath-akademie-bayern.de/en/academy/
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Monday, 15t June (Munich)

6:30-
8:00

8:30-8:45

Breakfast at the hotel

Walk to the conference site (Katholische Akademie)

Joint Opening Session

MDE Tina DANGL, General Director for European and International Relations, Bavaria

Prof. Janice BAILEY, FRQ-NT, Québec

PD Dr. med. Sebastian BICKELHAUPT, Uniklinikum Erlangen, RLS-Sciences vice-president, Bavaria (video)
Dr. Florence GAUZY, WKS and Lead Management Partner RLS-Sciences, Bavaria

Festsaal
Parallel Thematic Group Sessions
ENERGY AEROSPACE
Fair & Future-Proof Energy Transitions: Climate  Opening Session
Justice, Adaptation & Mitigation
Konferenzraum Viereckhof OG
SMALL SATELLITES DIGITAL HEALTH
Welcome and Recap / Status of Small Satellites  Current research priorities and interests
ahead of launch
Viereckhof EG Studienbibliothek
* SMART AGRICULTURE RESEARCHERS JOIN THE FIRST SESSION OF THE ENERGY NETWORK
Coffee Break “
Dining room
Parallel Thematic Group Sessions
ENERGY AEROSPACE
Beyond Electrification: Hydrogen, Sustainable Global Aerospace Campus Online Courses
Biomass & Industrial Decarbonization
Konferenzraum Viereckhof OG

SMALL SATELLITES
Status of work on the ground stations

Viereckhof EG

DIGITAL HEALTH
Imaging, radiology and cancer

Studienbibliothek

* SMART AGRICULTURE RESEARCHERS: PRELIMINARY MEETING AND INTRODUCTION TO RLS AND RLS-SCIENCES

Moderation Québec

Buffet Lunch with Exploration Session Smart Agriculture -

Dr. Markus GANDORFER, Smart Agriculture, Bayerische Landesanstalt fiir Landwirtschaft, Bavaria

Presentation and Q&A
Perspectives for a Smart Agriculture Group

*SMART AGRICULTURE RESEARCHERS: After the session, there is time for an internal exchange

Festsaal

Parallel Thematic Group Sessions

ENERGY

Digital Twins for the Energy Transition

Konferenzraum

SMALL SATELLITES

Further possibilities through project on
resilience of critical infrastructures in energy
Viereckhof EG

AEROSPACE
Promoting Innovation and Talent in Aerospace in

the Munich Area
Viereckhof OG

DIGITAL HEALTH
Discussion about project ideas

Studienbibliothek
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Coffee Break with cultural walk in the Academy Garden ~

Future cooperation possibilities in the RLS-
Sciences network
Viereckhof EG

Moderation Québec

Dining room
Parallel Thematic Group Sessions
ENERGY AEROSPACE
Drafting of Joint Research Ideas VTOLs
Konferenzraum Viereckhof OG
SMALL SATELLITES DIGITAL HEALTH

Exchange on existing and potential research
cooperation in Digital Health
Studienbibliothek

* SMART AGRICULTURE RESEARCHERS: PRELIMINARY MEETING AND INTRODUCTION TO RLS AND RLS-SCIENCES

Wrap-Up and Next Steps

Site visits overview / Funding / MoU

Summaries of the day out of the four projects ~
* Preliminary discussions report on Smart Agriculture

Tuesday, 16t June (Munich and Linz)

CRJOEVACIOM Breakfast

Festsaal
Networking dinner
Dining Room
RLS-Sciences 10t Anniversary Celebration (separate program)
Festsaal

VRSIOREHOOM Check-Out Hotel, Meeting in the lobby with luggage

Joint departure to Garching by Bus
(with Hotel Lunchbox)

Start of Program / Site Visits

ENERGY

TUM Chair of Energy Systems (Prof. Spliethoff)
with Dr. Fendt (Versuchsanlagen und Technika)

SMALL SATELLITES

TUM Chair of Rotorcraft and Vertical Flight
TUM Chair of Carbon Composites
Institute of Flight System Dynamics

Energy (with Smart Agriculture experts): 11:00
Aerospace and Small Satellites: 11:30
Digital Health: 12:00

AEROSPACE

TUM Chair of Rotorcraft and Vertical Flight
TUM Chair of Carbon Composites
Institute of Flight System Dynamics

DIGITAL HEALTH

Guided tour at LRZ (SuperMuc, quantum
computing; 3 groups a 8-9),

interactive working session on project idea in “Al
for Health”

*The groups depart individually from Garching (lunch on the way).

EljicalelelsB Site Visits in Upper Austria

ENERGY

on the way to Upper Austria: TZE Ruhstorf a. d.
Rott (batteries, green molecules) / The smart
agriculture experts meet with Dr. Markus
Gandorfer at LfL Ruhstorf;

Research Center FH Upper Austria Wels

AEROSPACE

on the way to Linz: FACC AG
Ried im Innkreis


https://www.asg.ed.tum.de/en/ht/home/
https://www.asg.ed.tum.de/en/ht/home/
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SMALL SATELLITES DIGITAL HEALTH

on the way to Linz: FACC AG =
Ried im Innkreis

Check-In Arcotel Nike Linz

Address: Untere Donauldnde 9, 4020 Linz, Austria
Joint walk to dinner location

Dinner “Heimatabend” at Restaurant Klosterhof
Address: Landstrafe 30, 4020 Linz, Austria

Wednesday, 17t June (Linz)

Re{OEVARCIOM Breakfast at the hotel

Joint walk to conference site (Landhaus Linz)
Address: Landhausplatz 1, 4020 Linz, Austria
Parallel Thematic Group Sessions (Landhaus Linz)

ENERGY AEROSPACE
Working Session, with regard to the Upper Welcome and Introduction to FH Wels;
Austrian Site Visits Workshop: Fostering Collaboration within the
GAC
Griines Zimmer Nr. 234 Blaues Zimmer Nr. 238
SMALL SATELLITES DIGITAL HEALTH

Summary of the previous sessions and
introduction to the Linz site visits
Kleines Klubzimmer Nr. 237 Galeriezimmer Nr. 236
* The Smart Agriculture experts can meet in room “Brauner Saal’.
The meeting of the political representatives is scheduled from 8 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. in the room
Elisabethzimmer Nr. 235

Smart Agriculture Session (Landhaus Linz) ~

Moderation: FH-Prof:_MMag. Dr. Michael SCHMIDTHALER, Studiengangsleiter Agrarmanagement und
-innovationen, FH OO, Campus Steyr

Welcome words: Minister of Agriculture Michaela LANGER-WENINGER, Upper Austria

Keynote: Hofrat Dipl.-Ing. Heinrich PRANKL, Leiter flir Forschung & Innovation; Direktor-Stv.;
Geschiftsfiihrer Josephinum Research, Upper Austria

Short regional inputs
FH-Prof. MMag. Dr. Michael SCHMIDTHALER, Studiengangsleiter Agrarmanagement und
-innovationen, FH OO, Campus Steyr

- Dr. Reinhart SCHWAIBERGER, Bavaria
- Prof. Liang DONG, Georgia
- Prof. Dr. Helena Lage FERREIRA, Sao Paulo

- Prof. Pablo VALDES DONOSO, Québec
- Kangkang Ql, Shandong
- Prof. Stephanie MIDGLEY, Western Cape

Discussion on next steps

Group Photo

*After the session, there is time for an internal exchange between the experts on Smart Agriculture.
Brauner Saal

Joint Lunch
Steinerner Saal

Departure to Site Visits
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Program / site visits in Linz area
ENERGY AEROSPACE
H2Future / voestalpine, FH Wels, Department Lightweight & Composite
Future Heat Highway Linz, Linz Materials, Wels / Start-up Voidsy / TCKT (Transfer
Center for Plastics Technology)
SMALL SATELLITES DIGITAL HEALTH

FH Wels, Department Lightweight & Composite Visit Softwarepark Hagenberg - Al & Simulation
Materials, Wels / Start-up Voidsy / TCKT for modern medicine,
(Transfer Center for Plastics Technology) with Prof. Gruber, Hagenberg
* The Smart Agriculture experts will have a site visit of POTTINGER Landtechnik GmbH in Grieskirchen.
Return to the Hotel
RLS-Sciences Overall Management Meeting (Overall Management Group members only)

Participants: Regional Coordinators Government: Alexander MAYER, Mary WATERS, Alexandra BERRANINI,
Dr. Samo TOSATTI, Xiaobo SHAO, Michaela OSKAR, Roderick THYSSEN, with the scientific and
administrative coordinators

Topics:
- Further interaction of the governmental and science levels
- Funding and the Herrsching-MoU
- Transition from Western Cape 2025 to Sdo Paulo 2027 and next RLS-Sciences region 2028
- Next steps in RLS-Sciences
Elisabethzimmer Nr. 235

Start of reception with drinks (Landhaus Linz)
Steinerner Saal
Official Reception with the Governor of Upper Austria Thomas STELZER (Landhaus Linz) -
Address: Landhausplatz 1, 4020 Linz, Austria
Welcome Speech, Host Governor of Upper Austria Thomas STELZER
Closing Remarks
Prof. Dr. Louis GOSSELIN, Université Laval and RLS-Sciences President
Musical interludes by an Ensemble from the Bruckner Orchestra Linz
Dinner

Steinerner Saal

Thursday, 18t June (Linz)
8:00 Breakfast & Informal Closing in the hotel
INiEWYEIe Individual Departure

The conference takes place in Munich (Bavaria) and Linz (Upper Austria) from 14-18 June, 2026. In Munich,
participants will stay at the FLEMINGS HOTEL MUNICH SCHWABING, the conference program will take place at the
KATHOLISCHE AKADEMIE. In Linz, participants will stay at the ARCOTEL NIKE LINZ, the conference program will
take place at LANDHAUS LINZ.




